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[Hazard Headline]  
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Dangerous Cold Arriving 

Summarize the threat 
in one or two bullets 

This page is required. 
Date / time auto-populates 

• Coldest air mass in years to arrive through the evening and persist 
all Wednesday and into Thursday 

• Record breaking cold (potentially all-time) Wednesday & Thursday 
• Wind chills -30 to -55 below zero this evening thru Thursday 

morning, potentially as cold as 60 below zero in spots Wed. AM 
• Wind Chill Warning tonight through Thursday morning 

• Lowered forecast temperatures slightly through Thursday morning 
from previous forecast. 

Message of the Day: 

Important Forecast Changes  

Summary Graphic – In one glance, 
this graphic should summarize your 
Message of the Day. This is the 
graphic portion of the thumbnail that 
will appear on the homepage. This 
graphic should be from one of the 
tabs.  
https://www.weather.gov/lot/weat
herstory 

Do not Remove this section! Discuss the 
change from the last SitRep or last 
forecast if this is the first SitRep 
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Headline colors to match the 
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Hazards:  Life threatening extreme cold arriving this evening and persisting 

through Thursday.  In addition, blowing and drifting snow is likely in open areas 

today. 

 

 

Areas Impacted:  All of northern Illinois and northwest Indiana. 

 

 

 

 

Timing & Duration:  Extreme cold: Tonight through Friday morning, with the 

most dangerous cold tonight through Thursday morning.  Blowing snow tonight 

and possibly Wednesday through midday in places. 

 

 

 

 

Impacts:  Bitterly cold temperatures can lead to rapid onset of frostbite and 

hypothermia.  Blowing snow can result in sharply reduced visibility and snow 

covered roads. 

 

 

 

 

Certainty & Considerations:  High confidence in the cold tonight through 

Thursday. High confidence in blowing snow. 
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Forecast Highlights 

Graphics Depot 

Key Points 

This page is required in order to address these 
critical elements: 
1. Hazards 
2. Areas Impacted 
3. Timing & Duration 
4. Impacts 
5. Forecast Certainty and Considerations 
6. Historical Perspective (how rare is this 
event?) is recommended to include especially 
in larger events.  
 
However, this format may be modified and 
offices may use graphics/other text 
(encompassing other slides if needed) as they 
see fit or as requested by local partner 
feedback to address these critical elements. 
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Historical Perspective: Currently forecasting temperatures to reach or exceed 

the all time record cold levels. The last time we saw cold even remotely 

comparable was 1994. 

 

For reference, conditions: Coldest January 18-20th 1994 Hi/Lo: 

 

Chicago: -11°F/-21°F  on  January 20th 1994 

Rockford: -14°F/-24°F on January 18th and 19th 1994 

 

Chicago all-time record coldest::  -27 on January 20th 1985 

Rockford all-time coldest:             -27 on January 10th 1982 
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Chicago Daily Record  

Cold Temperatures 
 

Jan 30th Daily Record 

Record coldest High Temp: 3°F 

Record coldest Low Temp: -15°F 

--- 

Current Forecast: Hi: -15F; Lo: -24°F 

 

 

 

Jan 31st Daily Record 

Record coldest High Temp: 1°F 

Record coldest Low Temp: -12°F 

--- 

Current Forecast: Hi: -1°F; Lo: -26°F 

 

Rockford Daily Record  

Cold Temperatures 
 

Jan 30th Daily Record 

Record coldest High Temp: -3°F 

Record coldest Low Temp: -19°F 

--- 

Current Forecast: Hi: -17°F; Lo: -27°F 

 

 

 

Jan 31st Daily Record 

Record coldest High Temp: -3°F 

Record coldest Low Temp: -18°F 

--- 

Current Forecast: Hi: -3°F; Lo: -32°F 
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Snowfall Map 
(If you change map  
then change the  
title accordingly).  
Can also use GraphiDSS 
or ImageMaker to update 
quickly From GFE 
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Wednesday Morning 
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Thursday Low Temps & Wind Chills 
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Event Start Time 
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Elevated Risk for Ice Jams Continues/Snow Thursday 

This may not be ideal for 
every event. Feel free to 
annotate if concerned the 
graphic cannot speak for 
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